88              FORTY-FIVE YEARS  UNDER  THE  FLAG

threw reports that had reached the squadron at Nagasaki and
Shanghai as to the splendid armaments of Korea.

These tales were born of a natural desire to exaggerate by
those who knew nothing absolutely of Korea, its people, or its
resources. Sealed up as Korea was at that time against all com-
munication with the outside world, except to a limited degree
with China, nothing could be known of the empire. Large pur-
chases of arms from powers of whose existence that Government
could know nothing were only one of the crazy fancies abroad
at this time in the Bast. It was in degree somewhat like that
fancy of the ancients which filled the unknown regions they were
to invade with all sorts of giant forms, such as the cyclops. And
as these vanished in the olden days, so likewise in Korea. All
rumors of great preparation were so many fancies of ignorance
or had been gathered from the Chinese, whose information
was slight, but who suffered no story to lose anything in the
telling.

Several days before the final answer came to the admiral's
letter, a boatload of cattle and other provisions was drifted down
the river to the squadron, in charge of one or two boatmen, from
whom it was learned that these supplies were intended as a pres-
ent, as the people might be hungry. Pending negotiations relat-
ing to the insult of firing upon the Monocacy and Polos, it was
thought to be a mistake to accept presents of any kind before
ascertaining whether the Korean Government was really friendly.
Hence, on the change of the tide to flood this boatload of pro-
visions was returned with thanks, and the information added
that the squadron was supplied with everything needed for
many moons to come.

Finally, on June 9th, an answer was received from Seoul, the
capital, virtually inquiring whence the squadron had come. If
its people were hungry they would be fed; only it was desired
that it should go away. But if it had come to change Korean
customs -and habits, it was again reminded that it was difficult
to change the prejudices of four thousand years. Information
was vouchsafed that a people called the French had, in the year
1865, undertaken this, and if we did not go away our treatment
would be that which was accorded to the French, to whom they
referred the admiral. It was their rule, so the communication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